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KAIMIN COMICS

police blotter
Fighting Felon

One person ended up in the hospital with injuries after an
assault Monday evening in the Lommasson Center parking
lot. Missoula city police charged one person with felony assault. The incident is under investigation.

Bicycle Burglar

At least six bicycles have been reported stolen in the last
week, which Director of Public Safety Jim Lemcke said is an
unusually high spike in thefts. Someone is cutting the cable
locks off bicycles, so Lemcke recommends bicyclists use a Ulock.

Intoxicated Intruder

At around 10:54 p.m. on Feb. 15, Public Safety responded
to a call about an intoxicated woman who would not leave
Aber Hall. The woman, who was not a dorm resident or a student, yelled obscenities and threw clothing, underwear and
an eyelash curler at staff members. Officers cited the woman
for disorderly conduct, trespassing, resisting arrest and MIP.
Lemcke noted that alcohol was affecting the woman’s ability
to behave rationally. “Though without that phenomenon, we
wouldn’t have a job,” he said.

by Hannah Spry

B G UPS +
BACKHANDS

Big Ups

Big Ups to pop singer Adam Lambert. A few
weeks ago, coming up on his birthday, Lambert
asked his fans to donate money to charity: water,
which brings clean water to developing nations.
Since then, Lambert’s followers have donated
over $290,000 to the nonprofit. We might not
like your music, but we do admire your giving
nature Mr. Lambert.
Big Ups to Lance Armstrong. After placing 65th in a race in Australia last month, the
seven-time Tour de France winner is deflating
the tires and hanging up the tiny shorts and
yellow jersey. And so an American legend in
a sport we don’t care about passes into the
record books.
Big Ups to Len Lesser, the 88-year-old actor
who passed away yesterday. Lesser was best

Repeatedly Removed

On the afternoon of Feb. 16, Aber Hall staff called Public
Safety because the woman who had been cited the previous
evening had returned. She was once again removed.

Suspicious Sparks

A caller reported people setting off fireworks, possibly a
sparkler bomb, on the Miller quad late on Feb. 16. No one was
cited.

known for his role as Uncle Leo on the television show Seinfeld. Few people have ever
played a more ridiculous role and pulled it off
so well. From all of us at the Kaimin, “Hellooo
Uncle Leo.”

Pissed?

Pleased?

Backhands

Petrified?

Backhands to Oregon Trail. This Facebook
game has sucked up hours of our collective
time at the office and made it nearly impossible to finish an issue. Also, the Kaimin is now
stockpiling dysentery medication, just in case.

Write a letter
to the editor
or a guest column.
Letters should be 300 words
or fewer and columns
should be about 700 words. Please e-mail both to
opinion@montanakaimin.com,
or drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include a phone number.

Backhands to IBM supercomputer Watson.
In a special three day event, Watson took on
former Jeopardy! champions Ken Jennings and
Brad Rutter, soundly beating both. If Jennings
was really such a genius, he should have just
pulled the power cord and saved us all from the
rise of the machines.
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UM awaits warmer temperatures
to finish construction project

Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
Below-zero temperatures have
prevented construction workers
from finishing an underground
tunnel project between the tennis
courts and Don Anderson Hall on
The University of Montana campus.
Mike Burke, chief engineer
at the UM Heating Plant and
manager of the tunnel project,
said workers dug up the area
last semester to expand the intersection between two tunnels
because it was a safety concern.
“Workers had to crawl
through these two pipes on
their hands and knees,” he said.
“When we have a constrained
point like this we have to do
something about it.”
If a pipe burst or workers

needed to exit the tunnel quickly it would have been dangerous, Burke said.
Although construction workers made the intersection bigger
and capped the tunnel just before winter break, they haven’t
been able to pour concrete for
the sidewalk above it because of
freezing temperatures.
The contractor leading the
project, Josh Giffin at Helena
based Diamond Construction,
heads multiple other projects,
so he schedules work far in
advance. That makes staying
ahead of Montana’s weather
nearly impossible, he said.
“We do quite a bit of work in
Missoula so that doesn’t affect
[our ability to finish projects]
that much,” Giffin said. “It’s just
tough with this cold weather.”
Plans to pour concrete in ear-

ly January and about two weeks
ago were disrupted by freezing
weather. Contractors can use
temporary heating to pour concrete in freezing weather, but it
is expensive, Giffin said.
Burke said the project was
originally planned for September, but a mistake in the sizing of
the lid to go on the tunnel after
its expansion delayed the work.
The next planned start date was
during Homecoming weekend,
but “We can’t do anything on
campus during Homecoming,”
Burke said.
The University uses the Helena-based construction company despite the inconvenience
of travel time because the company’s bid was the lowest when
tunnel renovations began in
2006.
See CONSTRUCTION page 10
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Campus group
keeps native
storytelling alive
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin
Native American culture
is known for being steeped in
the tradition of storytelling, but
finding a modern outlet for the
activity on campus can be difficult.
However, there were so
many stories at last year’s Native
Women’s Leadership Luncheon
and the Native American Men’s
Gathering, that it was clear an
outlet was needed.
To fill the void, the Student
Assault Resource Center at The
University of Montana’s Curry
Health Center, in conjunction
with American Indian Student
Services, is putting on a series of
men’s and women’s groups for
Native American University of
Montana students.
“With the lunches and gatherings that we had, a similar vein
kept popping up. There were

so many stories,” Stoney Sasser,
SARC’s outreach coordinator,
said. “The goal of the group is to
provide a space for people to tell
their personal stories.”
According to Sasser, the
groups will operate from a Native American perspective, allowing for song, prayer and traditional storytelling.
The groups, which met this
Thursday for the first time, will
meet every other Thursday evening at The Payne Family Native American Center from 4:00
to 5:30 p.m. Sasser said while
attending all of the groups will
bring the most benefit, participants are welcome to join at any
time. The groups are free, and
childcare will be provided by
the Parenting Place.
Any students who self-identify as Native American, are affiliated with, are registered tribal
members, or who associate culturally are welcome.

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Abby Higgins is one of the facilitators of the native student support group. Higgins says she hopes the group will help
students get comfortable on campus, but recognizes that each group will grow into it’s own.

Sasser said the University’s
need for these groups has been
around for a long time as many
Native American students face
unique challenges while at UM,
such as struggling with balancing
being Native American in a predominantly non-Native American community. In addition,
Sasser hopes that issues such as
historical trauma and reservation
violence will be addressed.
“We’re trying to guide the
ship, but at the same time, we
don’t want to control it too

much,” she said.
While Sasser will supervise the men’s group and Elis
O’Herlihy, SARC’s coordinator, will supervise the women’s
group; the group facilitators will
be Native American students.
Abby Higgins, an enrolled
Northern Cheyenne member,
is co-facilitating the women’s
group along with Krystal Two
Bulls. Both women are seniors
majoring in social work.
Higgins said that, while they
have developed a curriculum,
she expects the group to take
on a life of its own once it gets
started.
“We’ll talk about our experiences before coming to school,
our experiences now and what we
want to do in the future,” she said.
“I hope they’ll get the support that
the group was set up for.”
While Higgins and Two Bulls
are practicum students, Myron

Gardipee, who will facilitate the
men’s group, will receive a salary
given to SARC from the University Council on Student Assault.
A current student at the College
of Technology, the Rocky Boy’s
tribal member plans on studying psychology at UM in the fall.
“It caught my attention right
off because it’s what I want to
do in some formal capacity,” he
said.
Gardipee hopes his group
will discuss topics such as misunderstandings about other
tribes, exploring all the resources available on campus and establishing a sense of trust.
“It’s going to be challenging, but I’m very excited to get it
started to see what kind of issues
are out there,” he said.
For more information call
243-6429 or email stoney.sasser@
mso.umt.edu.
erin.cole@umontana.edu

C
story by Michael Beall
photos by Greg Lindstrom

lark Grant steps into the KBGA
studio and pulls a CD from
one of the shelves. Hundreds
of albums wrap around the studio
from nearly every genre imaginable.
He adjusts his headphones, pulls
down the volume on the soundboard
and leans into the microphone.
“In the background you are listening to Margaret Noble, her new album called ‘Frakture.’ This is definitely programming you will never
hear on other stations,” says Grant,
KBGA’s student general manager.
He may be broadcasting to an invisible audience, but he knows someone’s listening somewhere.
continues on next page

continued from previous page
his week marks The University of
Montana student radio station’s annual RadioThon fundraiser, where
DJs and staff members are looking to raise
$14,000 to aid their programming budget.
The yearly, weeklong event gives DJs a
chance to reach out to listeners for support.
“We’re asking for your support during
RadioThon,” Grant explains, before introducing the next song. “Coming in at number 14, the more slightly listenable, Madison, ‘The Noise Some People Make.’ Well
here’s the noise they make.”
As Grant presses play on CD player
three, he restores the volume and sets the
headphones back on the counter as Promotions Director Drew Larson steps into the
studio with donation slips. He takes the radio reins from Grant to give shout outs to
the listeners who have donated.
Other than talk shows and Tuesday’s
Top 20 Countdown, the volunteer DJs have
the power to play whatever their tastes
desire. From endless metal music to their
own personal dance party, it’s entirely up
to them.
KBGA is organized by a rotating cast of
student staff members. The staff consists of
12 paid positions that change every year,
along with their temporary campus lives.
They’re accompanied by 75 regular DJs
with weekly shows, who can be of any age
or career, and up to 75 more substitute DJs.
Throughout RadioThon, KBGA DJs
reach over the airwaves to Missoula from
their 1000-watt transmitter on the top of
Waterworks Hill that projects 89.9 FM for
a 20-mile radius, just north of Interstate 90.
Grant and the rest of KBGA are hoping
that listeners will return the call with donations, or even just a compliment.
“There are phrases burned into my
memory of people that actually value what
I value, and I’ve never met them before,
and the only thing that’s between us is a
transmitter,” Grant said. “Radiothon is not
really about measuring our success, but
about reaching out to listeners.”
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he idea of hosting a student radio
station at UM started back in 1996,
by the three founders. Greg Bourriague, Todd Graetz and Craig Altmaier:
the B, G and A in KBGA. The original plan
was designed to have the station commercially feasible within five years.
It didn’t take long for the founders,
along with adviser Terry Conrad and the
founder of KUFM, Montana Public Radio,
to realize that KBGA would not become
a commercial success. Conrad and the
KBGA staff quickly drafted a new business model and began to transform KBGA
into a non-commercial, student radio station.
“I thought it was a great idea. I was the
manager at KUFM at the time, so the station came about through the hard work of
three students,” Conrad said. “They used
us as references at KUFM, but they pretty
much did it themselves.”
ASUM kicked off a campaign to fund
the project. The University licensed the station, and the students applied for a license
to install the FM transmitter.
Student fees primarily fund today’s radio station and every semester, students
can find a $6 fee that supports KBGA on
their semester bill.
“$6 times 14,000. We can do a lot,” Grant
said. “So with everybody pulling together

doing a little bit, then we can have a high
quality radio station.”
KBGA’s yearly management changes
create problems for Grant and the past
and future general managers to draft longterm plans. Despite the difficulties, Grant
believes that these variations are what
make the station so unique in the realm of
non-commercial radio.
“If you have one person who sits in the
boss’s chair for years on end, that person’s
understanding of how the station runs can
get frumpy,” Grant said. “The fact that students run it, and those students come in
and out, keeps this place fresh.”
As the University continues to grow,
the budget expands with the student
population. Grant’s position will end with
the conclusion of spring semester, and he
hopes that his replacement and the future
staff realizes KBGA’s potential.
“In the past, the staff made efforts to dictate minute by minute what music should

be played on the station,” Grant said. “But
when they abandoned that model, they
got a lot more DJs and everyone felt like
they had freedom to play whatever they
wanted.”
As long as DJs follow Federal Communication Commission (FCC) rules and
regulations, they have complete control
of what is played over the air. The only
requirement is during daytime programming, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., DJs have to play
songs from the new music shelf that KBGA
music directors provide for the station.
KBGA was not an overnight success. It
took years of patience before the Missoula
community recognized the college radio station as a possible alternative music
source. There were times when funds and
a solid listener base were lacking, but the
coherent ideas of the rotating staff kept the
station afloat.
“Over time they stuck to their philosophy and kept up a fairly loyal following,”

Conrad said. “They hadn’t thought of the
idea that non-commercial stations can go
on the air and raise money directly from
the listeners, so I suggested that they give
that a thought.”

R

adioThon was KBGA’s way to
achieve Conrad’s suggestion. This
year’s campaign is the fifth annual
fundraiser, and it’s still growing. DJs emphasize RadioThon during their shows,
asking listeners to call in and donate.
Some DJs decided to take RadioThon to a
personal level, putting individual spins on
how they go about requesting calls.
During Wednesday evening’s radio
show, Ink Mathematics DJ Collin Pruitt
gambled away one album from his enormous classic vinyl collection. “If anyone
were a record fanatic like I am, it would
be exciting to go through someone’s record collection,” Pruitt said. “Within my
collection, that’s over 1,000 records, there
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Kesli Camp picks out music in the
To promote pledges, callers could
KGBA studio Wednesday afternoon. suggest an idea for a tattoo during
Chris Justice’s show Thursday
afternoon. At the end of the show,
clockwise from far left
Justice picked an idea from the ones
Abe Coley searches for a requested suggested and ended up with a
song online Wednesday morning
tattoo of Batman sitting on a toilet
during his World Music slot.
reading a newspaper.
Tom Connell, known on the air as
Avatar, hunts for music before his
afternoon show on Wednesday.

some worth more than $100, so it’s a
mble for me.”
Chris Justice, one of KBGA’s Music
ectors who also serves as a DJ, hit the
000 mark during the tattoo challenge
ursday at 2 p.m. Those who called in to
tice got to suggest a tattoo of anything,
d at the end Justice pulled Dale Guynes’
me from the fish bowl. So at 6 p.m. that
ning, Justice got fresh ink of Batman
ing a toilet on his lower back.
“Every time I’ve ever gotten a tattoo
meone’s told me I’m going to regret it,
d I’ve yet to regret a tattoo,” Justice said.
o I guess it’s a challenge to see if I could
d up regretting a tattoo.”
Former professional skateboarder
ndy Katen also gave away a personally
igned skate deck during his punk rock
ow to an audience member whose name
s pulled from the fish bowl. Then, on
day, additional KBGA Music Director
ane Raider is set to eat a hot dog every
me a listener donates $10. Raider’s show
adcasts Friday afternoon from 2 p.m. to
m.

R

adioThon will wrap up Friday
night with the EndofThon party at
the Badlander and Palace Lounge.
e dual venue concert is KBGA’s way to
nk all of the supporters, who donated
RadioThon throughout the weeklong
ndraiser. The $7 cover charge admits
ople into both venues. Doors open at 9
m., with shows starting at 10 p.m.
The Badlander will be hosting a touring
nd from Los Angeles called Greenhorse,
d former local band Rooster Sauce, who
l be reuniting for the EndofThon for
first time since lead singer David Lee
ooster” moved to Billings. Downstairs
he Palace Lounge, a dance party will
y through the night with three Misula DJs and two DJs from Los Angeles,
KiMONSTA and TAKE.
All the while the whiteboard in the
GA office is constantly creeping tords their $14,000 goal, in defiance of
ics who say the day of radio has come
d gone. Against all odds, the people at
GA say that there is still hope for nonmmercial radio.
“In the age where ‘radio is dead’ … I fuldiscovered terrestrial radio and become
hralled with it,” Grant said. “It’s easy
get lost in the huge sea of media that’s
ilable, but we keep plugging away, and
Missoula I feel like we’re making some
ference.”
michael.beall@umontana.edu

Greg Ragan takes a donation call
in the KBGA office Wednesday
afternoon.
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Outdoor Program offers South American adventure
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
The days of training and the
months of anticipation all pointed toward this moment.
The team woke in the starlit
dawn for a classic alpine start,
hoping to avoid the dangers that
climbing in the afternoon would
produce. Though they were exhausted, the bluebird skies and
perfect conditions pushed them
to persevere to the summit of
18,000-foot Yanapaqcha, in Peru’s Cordillera Blanca.
“I felt on top of the world,”
said Rachel Jones, a University of
Montana student who went on
the Outdoor Program’s Mountaineering and Trekking in the
Andes trip in 2008.
This year’s trip will take place
from July 25 through Aug. 8.
Participants will fly into Lima,
Peru, then travel to the village

of Huaraz to spend four days
experiencing the culture and acclimating to the village’s altitude
of 10,000 feet. After acclimating,
the team embarks on a four-day
trek from Huaraz to a base camp
below Yanapaqcha for an intensive five day mountaineering
course with the Skyline Adventure School.
Skyline Adventure School
was started by Ted Alexander
and Jenn Hrinkevich, both of
whom previously worked for
Outward Bound. According to
Fricke, their company tries to
make a point of hiring all of the
trip’s staff locally, from guides
to the donkey driver. The cooks
make local food for the duration
of the trek and when in Huaraz,
participants are encouraged to
soak in as much of the local culture as they can.
“It’s an opportunity to expe-

rience another culture, a beautiful physical environment, and
you gain incredible climbing
and mountaineering experience
to boot,” said Brian Martens,
an Outdoor Program employee
who will be helping guide the
trip this year. Martens participated in the 2008 trip and has
also worked as a guide on Mt.
Shasta in California.
The mountaineering course
is comprehensive, covering everything from putting on a harness to crevasse rescue. Outdoor Program Manager and trip
leader Elizabeth Fricke said that
the course includes everything
that a longer and more expensive NOLS or Outward Bound
course covers.
“It goes from bare minimum to
advanced skills. They’re teaching
you not only the basics of mountaineering but how to lead in the

mountains as well,” she said.
David Hobbs, a nursing student who also went on the trip
in 2008, said that the trip helped
him get more into climbing.
“I had started rock climbing my
freshman year [before going
to Peru], so I was super excited
to climb anything I possibly
could,” he said. Since going on
the trip, Hobbs has climbed Mt.
Shasta and did a solo climb of
Oregon’s Mt. Hood.
“I now have a lot of respect for
big mountains and the powers
they have,” Hobbs said.
The trip’s $1,600 price tag —
sans airfare — may seem steep,
but both Fricke and Martens say
that it’s rare to find an equivalent
experience at that cost. Nearly
everything, from the technical
mountaineering equipment to
the food on the trek, is included
in the price.

“It’s very affordable for what
it is,” Fricke said.
Since participants must buy
their own plane tickets, they
can also choose to arrive in Peru
early or stay after the trip. According to Martens, Huaraz has
a huge climbing community,
which makes it easy to get involved in further climbing after
the course is over.
“It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity and you’re going to regret
not doing it. Even if it’s an issue
with money, just do it,” Jones said.
“You’re going to come out of the
trip a better person.”
For more information about
the Mountaineering and Trekking in the Andes course, call
the Outdoor Program at (406)
243-5172 or visit its location on
campus.
emily.downing@umontana.edu

Big Sky Documentary Fest is a big success
Emerald Gilleran
Montana Kaimin
Documentary lovers poured
into two theatres in the Wilma
and spilled around the corner
to pack Pipestone Mountaineering this week for the eighth
annual Big Sky Documentary
Film Festival.
With three days remaining
for the festival, the turnout has
already far exceeded previous
years.
Mike Steinberg, the festival director and programmer,
said they have planned for an
outcome of 10,000 people in
previous years. Six days into

the current festival, attendance
numbers were on their way towards exceeding expectations.
“This year has been tremendous so far,” Steinberg
said. “We’ve had steady large
crowds. It’s been absolutely
more successful than last year,
particularly through the support of the community. More
people have showed up and
we’ve had more sponsors.”
This year’s festival maintained its home base at the Wilma Theatre, but also showed
films at Pipestone Mountaineering. Steinberg said the main
reason another venue was utilized was because the festival
was going have to cut 15 documentaries due to President’s
day and they didn’t want to
have to show fewer films.
Pipestone manager Andrew

Dziadosz said the extra venue
holds 100 seats and three out
of the five films the venue will
present have already sold out.
“We are utilizing this empty
space, which is great,” Dziadosz said. “There is the possibility
to continue to do stuff like this
here. It’s going to be available
for the next designer. It could
be rented out as a gallery for a
week or whatever else.”
A lounge for the filmmakers is also located in Pipestone,
where coffee is offered and previously shown films re-play on
a big-screen TV.
“It’s a good chance to bring
these people here and meet the
people that make these films,”
Dziadosz said.
Over 100 films were slated to
show during the festival. Steinberg said they try to sched-

ule showings at times people
would want to watch specific
films. For instance, “Love, etc.,”
a humorous film exploring
the relationships of five different couples in New York City
over the course of a year, was
showed on Valentines Day.
Steinberg said the most popular event so far has been Yo
La Tengo. The indie rock band
scored eight short underwater
documentaries by French film-

maker Jean Painleve, an event
that sold out the Wilma Tuesday night.
Dziadosz said he’s received
a lot of positive feedback from
out-of-state people, who have
been impressed with both the
festival and the town.
“The festival is a win-win
for Missoula,” Steinberg said.

emerald.gilleran@umontana.edu
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Tennis aims to
stay atop Big Sky
Court Weston
Montana Kaimin
The players on The University of
Montana women’s tennis team are
looking to stay undefeated in Big Sky
Conference play this weekend as they
host the Portland State Vikings on
Sunday.
Despite an overall record of 2–5,
Montana sits atop the Big Sky, tied
with Weber State (2–2) with a 1–0 conference record.
The Grizzlies enter the contest having won their only BSC match against
Northern Colorado 6–1 in Greely,
Colo., on Feb. 12. They then lost 4–3 in
Fort Collins, Colo., to Colorado State.
Portland State (2–5, 0–1) dropped
its lone BSC matchup with Weber
State 6-1 on Feb. 4 in Ogden, Utah.
The Vikings are coming off a 1–1 Oregon split when they lost to the University of Portland 5–2 on Feb. 11, before
beating the Willamette University
Bearcats 7–0 on Feb. 13 in Salem, Ore.
UM coach Steve Ascher has sought
out the perfect team combinations
through the first seven matches of the
season. He has fielded nine distinct
doubles rotations, with his current
No. 1 doubles team of seniors Whitney Paluch and Rebecca Bran going
12–9 while sophomores Constance Alexander and Amanda Bran have gone
10–2. With the latter combination in
hiatus due to an injury to Amanda
Bran, Alexander and freshman Ashley Mackey have gone 1–1.
“It is hard when you have players
that cannot compete for any reason,”
Ascher said. “It is frequently a matter
of combination. So much momentum

can be gained through the doubles
performance. Our pairs are as good as
they can be right now, we were just a
little flat in doubles [against Colorado
State].”
Determining the best option for
each position has not been an easy
task, especially with injuries impacting the team, but the coach has seen
the team rotation begin to fall into
place.
“Patterns have certainly formed in
our lineup, which you expect in dual
competition through the season,” he
said. “The things that have resonated
most with me are the developmental
progressions of each player.”
Ascher acknowledged Mackey’s progression in her performance against the
Rams.
“Ashley really stepped up and had
a great weekend of tennis,” he said.
“There was a lot of pressure for an
athlete in their first year, especially
against a seasoned player from a good
regional team like Colorado State.”
Ascher’s No. 1 doubles team will be
tested as they are set to face PSU’s pair
of senior captain Anya Dalkin and
freshman Yuki Sugiyama. Dalkin and
Sugiyama are 4–3 at the position this
season.
The doubles portion accounts for
only part of the match; singles play
determines six of the seven possible
points.
Paluch, the Grizzlies’ No. 4 singles
player, and sophomore Heather Davidson, at No. 3, each have a teamleading 5–2 record this spring.
“Whitney’s match [at Colorado
State] was another in a string of reli-

Ben Coulter / Montana Kaimin
UM sophomore Heather Davidson charges the net during tennis practice Thursday afternoon at
PEAK Racquet Club. The women’s tennis team hosts the Portland State Vikings this Sunday at 9 a.m.

ably strong matches. Her consistency has
really improved.
“One great thing to see was Whitney
bringing a lot more variability into her
spin. The serve that came through for her
so well last week was again working well
for her. All of that being said, the consis-

tency of her play is the real key to her success as of late.”
Montana and Portland State start play
at 9 a.m. Sunday at PEAK Health and
Wellness Center.
“We’re ready to roll,” Ascher said.
mark.weston@umontana.edu

SPORTS COMMENTARY

What’s in a name? Nate Montana comes to UM
Taylor W. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana got a pretty
big name in Nate Montana.
Montana’s depth will benefit from
Montana’s playing.
On a more understood note, UM won
big for the Montana Grizzlies football
team by admitting Nate Montana this
week.
The past few months have seen NCAA
quarterback drama involving Michigan
backup Tate Forcier and the Notre Dame
backup Montana.
Forcier became a hit in Montana after
the Missoulian reported that he visited

the University of Montana campus in December. He started his freshman year at
Michigan in 2009 and ignited the hopes
of hundreds of thousands of Wolverines
fans with a 4–0 start. But the team slid to a
5–7 finish, 1–7 in the Big Ten Conference.
Forcier lost the starting spot last season to
electric sophomore Denard Robinson and
decided to sign with the University of Miami earlier in February.
Montana’s departure from Notre
Dame, though less notorious than Forcier’s from Michigan, means a great deal
to a Grizzlies team that is losing its two
senior quarterbacks.
Justin Roper and Andrew Selle played
their final games with the team last sea-

son. Roper gained the starting spot after
a career-ending arm injury at the hands
of Sacramento State sidelined Selle. In his
final year with the Grizzlies Roper played
in 11 games, threw for 1,885-yards passing, 19 touchdowns and 11 interceptions.
The Grizzlies are now trying to find a
leader to toss to a strong wide out lineup.
Head coach Robin Pflugrad showed
in his recruiting process that he’d like to
have a deeper quarterback stock next season to adjust for that. The Grizzlies signed
Trent McKinney out of Hawaii on National Signing Day Feb. 2.
With McKinney, the Grizzlies have
four potential quarterbacks vying for a
starting spot next season. The addition of

Montana makes five.
The QB corps includes freshman Jordan Johnson, whose redshirt season was
dropped when he entered the Grizzlies’
game against Northern Colorado in October. He now has three years of eligibility
remaining.
Montana, son of football great Joe
Montana, will likely be a walk-on for the
team before the start of spring drills this
year. Since he is leaving the Football Bowl
Subdivision for the Football Championship Subdivision, Montana has two years
of college eligibility remaining.
It is likely that Johnson will be a frontrunner in the race for starting quarterSee OPINION, page 10

10 SPORTS
AJ

vs Hockey

This week in AJ Versus, the Kaimin strapped on its skates and hit
the ice for some hockey with The
University of Montana’s men’s
club hockey team.
As someone who’s never
played ice hockey and has
skated as many times as Crazy Town has topped the Billboard charts (that would be
one time), I found myself with
one burning question concerning the sport: Is it harder
to play hockey or to wake up
at the ass-crack of dawn to
play hockey?
Turns out, neither is easy.
I arrived at the rink with
the clock boasting 6:45 a.m.
and laughing at me. The team
was completing one of its two
weekly practices. Those poor
guys had been gamin’ it up for
an hour before I even arrived.
I quickly strapped on a rather
smelly borrowed set of pads
and laced up the skates (shout
out to my buddy Drew for being nearly the same size as me)
and glided out onto the slippery surface of death.
Unbalanced and unsure of
myself, I quickly fell on my
face. Seriously, ice is dangerous. Why else would people
sprinkle salt on their sidewalks
every winter? Because they
want it gone, that’s why.
But not John Melendez. The
UM senior has been a skating
fool for more than a decade.
He passed me a puck, which

very nearly toppled me from
my precariously balanced position. This guy could skate
circles around me and he
proved it — by skating circles
around me.
We lined up at the blue line
(that’s the one that’s blue) ready
to take some practice shots at
the empty net. If there’s one
thing that could make me more
unstable, it was swinging my
hockey stick. I needed that to
lean on after all.
I haphazardly hucked a
couple pucks in the general
direction of the goal. I actually wasn’t too awful as long
as I didn’t have to move. My
pucks sashayed over the frozen
ground into the net (or at least
near it) more often than not.
John threw a wrench into my
ego-boosting activity by inviting goalie Devin Sutton to join
our shootaround.
John, a forward (that means
he’s good at scoring), flung
pucks at the net minder shootout-style, making about half. I
also made a shot, but admittedly, Devin flopped in the crease
and just lay there so all I had
to do was not hit his gigantic
goalie pads. Easier said than
done, but I managed to make it.
And then fall down.
Next came the foot race or
skate race or whatever. But this
hockey hound could fly on ice
while I could, err, sort of stagger. To even the score a bit,
John agreed to circumnavigate
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by A.J. Mazzolini
the rink while I’d do only about
40 percent. We set our marks,
readying for the countdown.
Three, two … I took off,
pushing as fast as I could, a
solid second and a half head
start on top of my half-rink
one. I nailed the straightaway,
cruising like I was Apolo Anton Ohno. Going into the turn,
I could hear John gaining
ground. The more I struggled
trying to adjust my momentum to go to the right (stupid
momentum), the nearer John
crept. I saw the finish and
heard a much faster skater
tearing up the ice behind me.
I began to panic; this was terrifyingly similar to my reccurring dream of being chased by
Velociraptors on ice! I reached
out for the line — meaning I
started to fall — and lunged
forward to “win” the race.
I was exhausted, using dozens of muscles I didn’t even
know I had, and probably
bruised from spending half
my time on the ice on my ass.
But I’d done it; I’d just hockeyed, knife-booted, walked on
frozen water. And now I was
ready to go back to bed.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu

For video of AJ Versus hockey and
to see AJ get body checked, log onto
MontanaKaimin.com/multimedia.

CONSTRUCTION
From page 3
“Because that node is a part
of the whole tunnel project, we
can’t separate it out [and contract
it to another company],” Burke
said. “That would be illegal.”
The three miles of underground tunnels on campus
enclose fiber optic cables and
phone, water, steam and electrical lines, and are large enough
for someone to walk through,
Burke said. Recent construction
has expanded them and ensured
every building on campus has at
least two tunnels feeding cables
to it in case something goes
wrong in one, he said.
This particular project costs
about $69,000, Burke said.
A chain-link fence currently
surrounds the area under construction to prevent people from
walking over it.
Burke said the project must
be completed before commencement, and Giffin said he plans to

try again in the next week.
“It hasn’t been forgotten,”
Burke said. “We know it’s a hassle for everybody and I personally apologize profusely about
that.”
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

OPINION
From page 9
back next season. Montana, who
wasn’t near the top of a six-deep
quarterback lineup at Notre
Dame will probably become
Johnson’s top competitor for the
spot.
If one thing can be analyzed
from Pflugrad’s offseason moves
so far, it’s that he wanted to adjust for Roper’s departure. The
addition of two hot prospects
will likely renew interest from a
fan base that saw its team miss
the playoffs for the first time in
over 15 years.
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu
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PARTING SHOT

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
BAHA’I FAITH
“The sea of the unity of mankind if lifting
up its waves with joy, for there is real
communication between the hearts and the
minds of men.” - ‘Abdu’l-Baha’ For more
information call 829-9538 or online bahai.
org or bahai.us
COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
ENTERTAINMENT
Gong show Karaoke!! A fundraiser for
AniMeals! FRI Feb 18th at Deano’s
Casino, 5318, W. Harrier Raffle and Door
Prizes!!! 721-4710 AniMeals.com

montanakaimin

Office Staff

kiosk

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Nic Headlee
Ashley Oppel

Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

sten@jonesbrotherstrucking.com
JESTERS RUGBY
Rugby players needed. No experience
necessary. Call 515-203-9781
PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “I just quit and it would be great help
not to have people smoking around me.”
UM Student
TAMING YOUR TEST ANXIETY
SEMINAR! Want to get a jump start on
having a successful spring semester by
learning how to take exams? Come to this
seminar, Saturday Feb. 26, 9:00 a.m.-12:00
at the Curry Health Center. FREE! Call
243-4711 to register.

SERVICES
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and
April 30th-May1st. For more info call
543-0013.
www.MontanaAcademyofSkinCare.com;
650 hour Esthetics program. Student
Clinic offers low price facials, waxing, and
more. 406-830-3261.
SPRING WRITING
INTERNSHIP
Interested in wildlife conservation and
outdoor adventure? Want to write for
a 150,000+ circulation magazine and a
website receiving 100,000 hits per month?
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket.
We offer an unpaid internship that gives
you the chance to boost both your skills

and resume while writing for print, broadcast, and the Internet. You will also gain
exp. using an advanced website content
management system. To apply, email
cover letter, resume, and 3 writing samples
to jobs@rmef.org
MISCELLANEOUS
Have a 3.5 GPA or higher? Want international recognition and networking? Join
Golden Key today @ www.goldenkey.org.
www.406i.tel from your smart phone
SONG OF THE DAY
Dr. Dre - Wit Dre Day (And Everybody’s
Celebratin’)- Happy Birthday Dr. Dre

Tes Schaefer

OFFICE ASSISTANTS

Deb Tanner

Ian Fletcher
Pam Jarnagin
Walter M. Kelly III

OFFICE MANAGER

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins
251-6611
FOR SALE
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping
Center. 1918 Brooks Street
New Posters, Black Light, More! The Joint
Effort 1918 Brooks Street.
New Hookahs; lots of Shisha, two sizes
of charcoal. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks
Street. Holiday Village Shopping Center.
HELP WANTED
Management training position available at
Missoula based Jones Brothers Trucking.
Please send resume and cover letter to

R AT E S

PRODUCTION
Callisa Block
Randiea Mangos

Ruth Johnson

